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Reasons for Allowance 



1 . Claims 1 -24 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. The 
watersport tower as claimed is not shown or suggested in the prior art because of the 
use of a watersport tower that is comprised of a first leg with a first end providing a 
cross-member attachment point and a second end providing a boat attachment point, a 
second leg with a first end providing a cross-member attachment point and a second 
end providing a boat attachment point, a cross-member with at least two attachment 
points, a third leg with an end that provides a boat attachment point and is linked to said 
cross-member, a fourth leg with an end that provides a boat attachment point and is 
linked to said cross-member, and a tow constraint that is linked to said cross-member, 
where said cross-member attachment point of said first leg is hingedly connected to a 
first attachment point of said cross-member, said cross-member attachment point of 
said second leg is hingedly connected to a second attachment point of said cross- 
member, said first leg pivots about said hinged connection to said first attachment point 
in order to swing toward and away from said second leg, and said second leg pivots 
about said hinged connection to said second attachment point in order to swing toward 
and away from said first leg. The prior art also does not show or suggest the use of a 
watersport tower that is comprised of a plurality of coupled legs that each have a boat 
attachment point, a tow constraint that is coupled to said plurality of legs, a first set of 
mounting bases that are each coupled to one of said boat attachment points and each 



Application/Control Number: 10/787,336 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3617 

include at least one mounting hole, and a first set of pads, where each of said pads 
abuts a mounting base of said first set of mounting bases and includes at least one 
mounting hole that is in registry with said at least one mounting hole of a mounting 
base, and each of said first set of pads includes a recessed portion that surrounds said 
at least one mounting hole on a side of said pad opposite a mounting base. The prior 
art also does not show or suggest the use of a method of folding a wakeboard tower 
with a pair of front legs and a pair of rear legs, said method being comprised of the 
steps of rotating said wakeboard tower about a point of attachment of said pair of rear 
legs to a boat until said wakeboard tower comes to a rest in a reclined position, and 
rotating said two front legs of said wakeboard tower inward until one front leg crosses 
over the other front leg and comes to rest. The prior art also does not show or suggest 
the use of a method for packaging components of a watersport tower having a cross- 
member with a tow lug and a plurality of curved legs, said method being comprised of 
the steps of positioning said plurality of curved legs side by side in order for the 
curvature of said legs to be substantially concentric, and for an innermost curved leg to 
define a central empty region, and positioning said plurality of curved legs in a stacked 
configuration with said cross-member in order for said tow lug of said cross-member to 
extend into said central empty region. 

3. The prior art as disclosed by Larson et al. (US 6,192,819, US 6,044,788 and 
US 5,979,350) shows the use of a watersport tower that is comprised of first, second, 
third and fourth legs that are each connected to a cross-member at one end, and 
connect with a boat attachment point at another end, where said cross-member is linked 



Application/Control Number: 10/787,336 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3617 

to a tow constraint. King et al. (US 5,520,139) discloses a boat canopy with first, 
second, third and fourth legs that each connect to a cross-member at one end, and 
connect with a boat attachment point at another end. However, none of the prior art 
cited shows or suggests the use of a watersport tower that is comprised of a first leg 
with a first end providing a cross-member attachment point and a second end providing 
a boat attachment point, a second leg with a first end providing a cross-member 
attachment point and a second end providing a boat attachment point, a cross-member 
with at least two attachment points, a third leg with an end that provides a boat 
attachment point and is linked to said cross-member, a fourth leg with an end that 
provides a boat attachment point and is linked to said cross-member, and a tow 
constraint that is linked to said cross-member, where said cross-member attachment 
point of said first leg is hingedly connected to a first attachment point of said cross- 
member, said cross-member attachment point of said second leg is hingedly connected 
to a second attachment point of said cross-member, said first leg pivots about said 
hinged connection to said first attachment point in order to swing toward and away from 
said second leg, and said second leg pivots about said hinged connection to said 
second attachment point in order to swing toward and away from said first leg. The 
prior art also does not show or suggest the use of a watersport tower that is comprised 
of a plurality of coupled legs that each have a boat attachment point, a tow constraint 
that is coupled to said plurality of legs, a first set of mounting bases that are each 
coupled to one of said boat attachment points and each include at least one mounting 
hole, and a first set of pads, where each of said pads abuts a mounting base of said first 
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set of mounting bases and includes at least one mounting hole that is in registry with 
said at least one mounting hole of a mounting base, and each of said first set of pads 
includes a recessed portion that surrounds said at least one mounting hole on a side of 
said pad opposite a mounting base. The prior art also does not show or suggest the 
use of a method of folding a wakeboard tower with a pair of front legs and a pair of rear 
legs, said method being comprised of the steps of rotating said wakeboard tower about 
a point of attachment of said pair of rear legs to a boat until said wakeboard tower 
comes to a rest in a reclined position, and rotating said two front legs of said wakeboard 
tower inward until one front leg crosses over the other front leg and comes to rest. The 
prior art also does not show or suggest the use of a method for packaging components 
of a watersport tower having a cross-member with a tow lug and a plurality of curved 
legs, said method being comprised of the steps of positioning said plurality of curved 
legs side by side in order for the curvature of said legs to be substantially concentric, 
and for an innermost curved leg to define a central empty region, and positioning said 
plurality of curved legs in a stacked configuration with said cross-member in order for 
said tow lug of said cross-member to extend into said central empty region. 

Conclusion 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Exr. Lars Olson whose telephone number is (703) 308-9807. 



lo 

November 1 6, 2004 



LARSA.OLBQM 
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